
The Quintessential – Vol.02, Issue 01, Jan-March 2024.  ISSN: 2584-0185        78 

 

The Quintessential – Vol.02, Issue 01, Jan-March 2024.  ISSN: 2584-0185 Dr. Shormita Bose 

 

  
 

 

The Quintessential – Vol.02, Issue 01, Jan-March 2024. ISSN: 2584-0185 

Web: https://thequintessential.co.in/ 

 

A Journey of Identity: A Review of Me Hijra Me Laxmi 

 

Dr. Shormita Bose 

Assistant Professor, Dept. of English,  

Noida Institute of Engineering & Technology, Greater Noida, U.P.  

Email: shormitabose17@gmail.com 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

ABSTRACT  

A Journey of Identity: A Review of Me Hijra, Me Laxmi examines the autobiographical narrative of Laxmi 

Narayan Tripathi, a well-known transgender campaigner in India. The review focuses on Laxmi's remarkable path 

of self-discovery and her battle against societal biases. The book illuminates the hijra community's problems and 

accomplishments via her journey, emphasising the significance of acceptance and inclusivity. This analysis looks 

at Laxmi's role in pushing for transgender rights, as well as the broader ramifications of her efforts to reshape 

cultural ideas towards gender and identity. By examining significant themes and situations from the 

autobiography, the review emphasises the importance of personal narrative in the fight for equality and 

acknowledgment. 

Keywords: Transgender, Hijra Community, Laxmi Narayan Tripathi, Gender Identity, Self-discovery, Societal 

Prejudice. 

****************************************************************************************** 

 

Introduction 

Laxmi Narayan Tripathi was born on December 13, 1978, in Thane, Maharashtra, India. She 

grew up in a Brahmin family and faced confusion and distress regarding her gender identity 

from an early age. She is a renowned transgender rights activist, author, dancer, and actor from 

India. She is a prominent figure in the transgender community and has made significant 

contributions to advancing the rights and visibility of transgender individuals in India and 

beyond. Laxmi was one of the petitioners in the landmark 2014 Supreme Court case in India 

that recognized transgender people as a third gender. She has appeared in various television 

shows, documentaries, and films, using these platforms to promote awareness and 

understanding of transgender issues. She was the first transgender person to represent Asia 

Pacific at the United Nations. Through her activism, writing, and public presence, she has 
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significantly contributed to the progress of transgender rights in India and has inspired many 

to fight for equality and acceptance.  

Me Hijra Me Laxmi 

Me Hijra Me Laxmi is an autobiographical account by Laxmi Narayan Tripathi, a prominent 

transgender activist from India. The book offers an intimate glimpse into Laxmi's life, from her 

early years to her rise as a vocal advocate for the rights of the hijra community. It captures 

Laxmi's unyielding spirit and her relentless pursuit of justice and equality for the hijra 

community. Through her candid and poignant storytelling, Laxmi Narayan Tripathi provides 

readers with a deeper understanding of the hijra community’s struggles, resilience, and ongoing 

fight for rights and recognition. The book not only narrates her journey but also serves as a call 

to action, challenging readers to confront their prejudices and understand the struggles of 

transgender individuals. Moreover, she explores the cultural and religious significance of hijras 

in Indian society, discussing their roles in various rituals and ceremonies. 

Plot Summary  

The book explores themes of identity crisis, self-acceptance, and the marginalization of hijras, 

providing a candid look at the social ostracism, lack of legal recognition, and limited 

opportunities they face. Laxmi's story highlights her struggle with societal norms and the 

internal conflicts that arose from her gender dysphoria. It describes her initial attempts to 

conform to societal expectations and the eventual realization and acceptance of her identity as 

a hijra. The narrative begins with Laxmi's early childhood, where she experiences confusion 

and distress over her gender identity. She faces severe bullying, discrimination, and violence 

growing up, but she finds a sense of belonging and solace within the hijra community.  

Laxmi recounts her early years when she felt different from other boys. She enjoyed dressing 

in her mother’s clothes and wearing makeup, which confused and troubled her parents. 

Moreover, throughout her school years, Laxmi faced severe bullying from her peers. Her 

femininity and non-conformity to gender norms made her a target for ridicule and physical 

abuse. Laxmi describes the mixed reactions from her family. While her mother was somewhat 

supportive, her father and other relatives struggled to accept her gender identity, leading to 

tension and conflict at home. The book delves into Laxmi’s relationships, exploring the 
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complexities of love, friendship, and companionship in the context of her gender identity. She 

shares candid stories of her romantic relationships and the challenges they entailed. 

Laxmi finds solace and acceptance within the hijra community, where she is treated with 

respect and understanding. This acceptance is a stark contrast to the hostility she faced in 

mainstream society. Later, she becomes a vocal advocate for transgender rights. She 

participates in various forums, engages with policymakers, and raises awareness about the 

challenges faced by the transgender community. Laxmi's activism takes her to international 

platforms, where she represents the hijra community and the broader LGBTQ+ movement. Her 

presence at the United Nations and other significant forums highlights her influence and 

commitment to advocacy. She describes her involvement in legal battles to secure rights and 

recognition for hijras. One of the landmark victories was the Supreme Court of India’s 2014 

judgment recognizing transgender people as a third gender. 

Thus, these incidents collectively paint a vivid picture of Laxmi Narayan Tripathi’s life, 

illustrating her struggles, resilience, and the profound impact she has made as an activist and a 

leader in the hijra community.  

Critical Analysis  

Laxmi interweaves personal anecdotes with broader reflections on gender, identity, and 

society. The chronological structure helps to illustrate her growth and evolution over time, both 

personally and as a leader and activist. Beginning with her early childhood, she narrated all the 

relevant incidents of her adolescence and young adulthood. Then, she sheds light on her 

activism career and public life, along with her achievements and gender recognition. Also, she 

shared her thoughts on the future of the hijra community and LGBTQ+ rights in India.  

Laxmi grapples with her gender identity from a young age, feeling out of place in a society that 

rigidly defines gender roles. She experiences confusion and distress as she tries to understand 

her true self. The pressure to conform to societal norms and her family's expectations causes 

significant emotional turmoil. Laxmi feels torn between being true to herself and fulfilling the 

roles imposed on her by society. Her emotional dilemmas are central to her narrative, 

highlighting the complexities of her journey as a hijra, an activist, and a human being seeking 

acceptance and dignity. Laxmi's journey into the hijra community is driven by a deep need for 



The Quintessential – Vol.02, Issue 01, Jan-March 2024.  ISSN: 2584-0185        81 

 

The Quintessential – Vol.02, Issue 01, Jan-March 2024.  ISSN: 2584-0185 Dr. Shormita Bose 

 

  
 

acceptance and belonging. While she finds a sense of community, she also encounters internal 

conflicts within the hijra community itself.  

The narrative is deeply personal, sharing intimate details of Laxmi's life, thoughts, and 

emotions. It offers a candid portrayal of her experiences. The language is emotive, capturing 

the highs and lows of Laxmi's journey. It conveys her struggles, triumphs, pain, and joy in a 

way that resonates with readers. The novel is infused with cultural references and details 

specific to the hijra community and broader Indian society. This adds depth and context to 

Laxmi's story. Laxmi's tone throughout the novel is one of empowerment and resilience. She 

often speaks about her fight for dignity and respect, making her story an inspiring one. The 

language is straightforward and unflinching, not shying away from discussing difficult and 

sensitive topics such as discrimination, abuse, and the challenges faced by the hijra community. 

Constructive Criticism 

Me Hijra Me Laxmi is a powerful and insightful autobiography; it has some shortcomings. The 

novel's structure can feel disjointed at times, with shifts in focus that might confuse readers. 

Some parts of the story might feel rushed, affecting the overall pacing. The narrative sometimes 

suffers from repetition, where certain points and experiences are reiterated multiple times, 

which can disrupt the flow and make the reading experience less engaging. For readers of the 

English version, there may be issues with the translation that affect the readability and 

emotional impact of the original text. Nuances and cultural references might not be effectively 

conveyed. Laxmi's character is well-developed, other individuals in her life, such as family 

members and friends, are not explored in as much depth. This can make it harder for readers to 

fully understand the dynamics and influences on Laxmi's life. While emotional honesty is one 

of the strengths of the novel, the intense descriptions of trauma and suffering might be 

overwhelming for some readers. A balance between heavy and lighter moments could make 

the narrative more accessible.  

Purpose of the Review 

The main aim of this book review is to provide a comprehensive and insightful evaluation of 

transgender life. It offers a deep understanding of Laxmi’s struggle and suffering in mainstream 

society. It discusses the major themes of gender discrimination, self-acceptance, mental trauma, 
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and gender identity. The review will explore these above-mentioned themes and their 

significance in the broader context of LGBTQ issues. It discusses the impact of the book on 

the awareness of transgender community. It highlights the contribution of the novel in 

promoting gender and sexuality awareness, discourse, and human rights. The review will 

provide constructive criticism on aspects of repetition, pace, language, and translation. The 

review will not only inform potential readers about the content and quality of the book but also 

provide a deeper understanding of its relevance and importance. 

Reading Me Hijra Me Laxmi was a deeply moving experience. Laxmi’s candid storytelling 

offers a powerful insight into the hijra community and the broader issues of gender and identity. 

The book has broadened my understanding and empathy towards the struggles faced by 

transgender individuals. Despite some minor flaws, it is a must-read for anyone interested in 

LGBTQ+ issues and human rights. I highly recommend it to readers who seek to understand 

the diverse spectrum of human identity. 

 


